These types look very much like conceptual / ontological categories for nouns but should instead be conceived as semantic classes, as they are induced by the analysis of selectional properties of verbs. They are language-driven, and reflect how we talk about entities in the world. As such, despite the obvious correlations, they differ from categories of entities defined on the basis of ontological axioms, such as those of DOLCE (Descriptive Ontology for Linguistic and Cognitive Engineering), which, despite "aiming at capturing the ontological categories underlying natural language and human common sense" (Gangemi et al. 2002) does not base category distinctions on systematic observation and clustering of language data.
